Shieldaig Community Council

Minutes for meeting in Shieldaig Village Hall on 8th November 2011

Present: Richard Munday, Norman Cameron, Brian Ash, Cameron Taylor, Alice MacLennan, Audrey Sinclair, Highland Councillor and 1 member of public

Apologies: Lynn Frost

Minutes of last meeting: Accepted

Playground Equipment: Brian to discuss cheque payment with Lynn
Community Council Handover: First meeting of new Council will be on 6th December at 7.30pm. Robbie Bain, Ward Manager will chair the meeting until a new chair is appointed. Alice offered to do the minutes for the first meeting and Alice and Brian will try to ensure a smooth transition to new secretary and treasurer. Very many thanks to Audrey for her help and support throughout the term of the current Community Council. 

Fish Farms: A planning application will shortly be made by the Scottish Salmon Company for a new farm near Diabaig. Some strong local views have been expressed about the proposal  and the best way forward will probably be to arrange a joint public meeting with the Torridon and Kinlochewe Community Council and other interested parties including SNH, the Shieldaig Sea-Trout Project and The Scottish Salmon Company as soon as convenient after the new Community Councils are operational.
Policing: Concerns have been expressed that there has been no police officer stationed in Lochcarron for some months. This issue will be taken up by new CC but in the meantime Alice will  contact Sgt Hunter to voice these concerns. 
2012 Information Booklet: Progressing well. A financial report will be presented to new CC when available. Alice to check that the printer has been removed and Brian to confirm that there are no outstanding issues concerning the lease.
Scottish Water: The contractors will start work on site shortly and hope to complete by March 2012. SNH have made some recommendations and will meet with Scottish Water to discuss these.

Sea eagle project: The money for the first year has been raised. A steering group with members of the local community, RSPB and National Trust will carry the project forward. It is anticipated that the tenders for the camera will go out this week and the camera will be in situ before the end of December. Formal contracts with the various bodies are being drawn up and will be signed in the near future. Community volunteers will be sought for various aspects of the project and training for these volunteers will take place in March.  The new Community Council will need to decide its 2 representatives on the steering group.
Pontoon: Awaiting LEADER decision about funding. This should be available in November. The aim is to have the pontoon in operation by May 2012
Aird Path: The Community Council accepted the offer of funding to improve aspects of the Aird Path. The community will be required to maintain the path thereafter.

AOCB: the Kinloch Woodlands Trust AGM will take place on 12th November and will have representatives of Fire Service present to discuss hill fires and how to improve co-ordination between estates and the Fire Service. It will be for the new Community Council to decide who should represent it as a trustee.
Extreme triathlon: It is anticipated that this will take place in the Shieldaig, Torridon, Applecross area on 22nd and 23rd June. The Community Council support this event.

Finances: Brian reviewed the current finances which showed that the new council will take over in a healthy position. He will ensure that the hall hires are paid prior to handover. Brian was thanked for a job well done.
Planning: No planning applications this month. Audrey is still investigating building warrants.

Correspondence: email from Robbie Bain re Climate Challenge Fund

NHS Highland Update

Interim guidance on Flooding document

SNH Representation to Scottish Water re Kinloch Intake 

Date and Time of Next Meeting: The new council will meet at 7.30pm on 6th December. 

Social evening for current Community Councillors, Audrey and any new Community Councillors who would like to come along, 7.30 Friday 25 November at the Torridon Inn

